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  . . Drivers in Queensland will face tougher scrutiny in a crackdown on illegal street racing and speeders. Under new laws
passed in State Parliament, Queensland Police will be able to check whether motorists’ licences have been suspended under the

community corrections scheme. The new laws passed on Wednesday allow for Queensland Police to hold drivers, or people
authorised to drive, until their licences are returned. Brisbane man Peter Baum was prosecuted for speeding in Mackay last year.
(ABC) The Community Corrections scheme allows offenders to be released from jail while their licences are suspended for not
paying fines or while their vehicle registrations are suspended. It has been a powerful tool for Queensland Police. In 2012-13,
700 offenders were released under the scheme, the majority of them for driving offences. A driver in Mackay last year was
prosecuted for speeding, with the judge saying it was "distressing and dangerous" to allow people who can't be trusted to be
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driving. In addition to the community corrections scheme, the Police Minister Andrew Cripps says there will be a tougher and
smarter approach to impounding vehicles used in street racing. Mr Cripps says law enforcement will be cracking down on bad

behaviour, and says the new laws will help crack down on speeders and street racing. "Street racing has been going on for
decades, and we've had a lot of success in the last few years," he told AAP. "We know how to get them. "We will increase our

road policing budget by 17.5 per cent over the next four years. "This includes establishing 30 road policing units which will add
another 150 road officers and we'll also be deploying 550 traffic officers through our patrol division. "We will also be re-

introducing the ability to impound vehicles that are used for a variety of unlawful activities. "The number of people who are
killed in our road crashes in Queensland each year is appalling. "We believe these new laws will make it easier for police to

target people who are dangerous on our roads." Innovation is coming to a school in North Queensland. To date there are three
kids learning to code in North Queensland. Head teacher Emma Jarvis says the girls are learning about computer science and
programming. "We've got a class with three girls and one boy who have been learning how to code," Mrs Jarvis 82157476af
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